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ASSISTING ELLs IN THE CLASSROOM

Integrating Language Use
for Content Learning

Listening, speaking, reading, and writing
are the language domains of use in learning.
English Language Learners (ELLS), no mat-
ter what level of language proficiency or
fearning context, need consistent practice
using listening, speaking, reading, and
writing as the means for adding depth to
their content learning. The ability to hear

-and understand clearly what is spoken; to
read and comprehend an author's presenta-
tion; to talk about and discuss with meaning
and accuracy about the subject; and o
coherently and accurately express thoughts
in writing are all aspects of academic
language use that can demonstrate content
mastery. This Bulletinbriefly examines the
dimensions of integrated language use and
offers avariety of activities for content
language practice.

DIMENSIONS OF INTEGRATED LAN-
GUAGE USE: FOCUS ON MEANING
AND FORM

Focus on meaning. ELLs demonstrate
their knowledge in integrated language use
through cognitive functioning in the lan-
guage. This functional is hierarchical: the
more language variety, vocabulary, and
structural range of language use, the

greater the depth and accuracy for dem-
onstrating learning. £LLs need practice in
integrated language use through tasks in
order to develop flexibility and automa-
ticity of language range, increase in word
use, and famifiarity with language forms.
This aids in acquiring accurate, native-fike
academic proficiency. Limited English
proficient ELLs can only engage in minimal
identification, description, comparison, and
sequencing tasks; intermediate ELLs are
able to add on inferencing and justifica-
tion tasks: and advanced learners can
further engage in solving problems, syn-
thesis, and evaluation tasks.

Focus on form. Integrated language use
can help ELLs directly focus on vocabulary
and language structure through specific
activities. Engaging in content-related
tasks through listening, speaking, reading,
and writing helps ELLs to embed their
ability to use English with greater flex-
ibility and accuracy. Front-loading lan-
guage by paying direct attention to forms
of words (e.g., nouns, verb, adverbs, etc.),
complex sentences to identify the main
verb(s) (i.e., action), and other unusual
language features are examples of focus on
form with integrated language use.




ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE INTE-
GRATED LISTENING, SPEAKING,
READING AND WRITING PRACTICE.
The following activities foster inte-
grated language use with a focus on mean-
ing and form:
1. Anticipation Guide. Prior to a reading
or delivering a content presentation, cre-
ate 4-6 true/false statements about the
information the students will read. Stu-
dents in pairs read and discussthe state-
ments; individually read'the passage; dis-
cussthe reading; and writea sentence or
paragraph summary.
NOTE: Pay attention to the simplicity
and/or complexity of the true/false state-
ments in relation to the students' profi-
ciency levels; preteach key vocabulary;
for the written summary, use a sentence
starter to elicit specific language forms.
2. Reverse Brainstorming. With a se-
lected content reading, encourage students
Yo talk about familiar words, language
features, and aspects of the topic and
writethem in columns with those headings;
have students then read'the passage; dis-
cuss and write any additional words, lan-
guage features, and aspects of the topic;
and finally writea statement summarizing
the learning.
NOTE: Limit the length of reading passage
so students will not feel overwhelmed;
encourage a focus on word forms (nouns,
adjectives, etc.), focus on key vocabulary;
and use sentence starters to elicit specific
language forms in the written summary.
3. What 4. This activity has students
activate their thinking before readinga
text or a reading passage. Individual stu-
dents each have a sheet of paper havinga
visual with 4 quadrants, In each quadrant
write one of the following - "what T see";
"what T know"; "what I think"; "what it
says". Individually or in small groups, have
students examine the text and in the
"What I see" quadrant, fatk about, then
write about any pictures, sections, fopic

headings, etc. they observe; what they

~know about the topic in the "what T know"

quadrant; opinions in the "what I think
quadrant; and, while reading, significant
learnings in the "what it says" quadrant.
NOTE: Read the passage aloud to students
before they engage in this activity.

4. REAP. Similar to "What 4", with
REAP students in small groups use a paper
with a box visual having 4 quadrants. An
"R: (reads), an "E" (encode), an "A" (anno-
tate) and an "R" is placed in each of the
quadrants. Students individually read the
content passage, then discusswhat it is
about and write a summary in "R"; discuss
then write about the gist of the reading in
"E"; discussand write the mainideas in
"A"; and discussand write about personal
connections in "P".

5. Skimming. For lengthier readings this
activity helps students to achieve a global
understanding of the reading before en-
gaging in a more focused reading of the
text. In pairs, have students discuss and
write circled key words or headings;:
underline first sentences of every para-
graph; writenouns and verbs found in the
first and last paragraphs; and write a
summary statement. Pose questions to be
discussedand written out from the first
sentences in each paragraph and/or have
students identify the paragraph where the
answer can be found.

These activities are examples of what
ELLs and other students can do to engage
inintegrated language use. By any combi-
nation of listening, reading, speaking, and
writing, learners will work toward embed-
ding their knowledge of content and use of

language around the content.
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