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SENTENCE STARTERS .
" FOR ACADEMIC WRIT NG

e Allstudents must use the specialized
" features of language common to academic' . t4is essay/paper/project
. writing, Afterbecoming familiar with=:" - Thjs paper describes- andfana/yzes“

o process writing, students need to become. - s paper 'f:cusses/exammes/mvesﬁ— -'
. “aware'of the characteristics of expository - gaf R , SN
- prose r'equlred for academic wm'hng This. This,
Bu//efmaddressesjh mosT common R ¥ Ty

- The thain el phaﬂS/focus/goa//purpose_of

ATEGORIES OF STARTERS.

Openings/ In'rroduc-rron
The entral issue inXis-Y. ;. L
- The de Ve/apmenf of XI.S'G camman/ yplca/ =

S problem; i Inaddition; it exammes'/dfscusses
“ Xand Yare Of par ﬁcu/ar ;m‘er' 35' 7L ana’ Additionally, ¥ is d/scussed/exammed
| comp/exrfy L A secondary aitm of this paper is fo. .

 Foralong time, it has been the case fﬁa 3 Another r'easan/pa/nf/fssueaddr'essea’/ :
- Mos?t accaunfs/reporf.s‘/pub//cafmns c/afm/ a’;_gcugged n ;‘/1[5' paper R S
. state/maintain that. . . o 2

. According to.X, recenfarﬁc/es/reporfs/ Or-qamza-hon S‘ra'remenfs

|  studiesseem to be.. | ‘ Thf& paper (wilf) compare@/a’escmbes/

Ore of the mos? canfrovens'fa///mporfanf/ ilustrates X b}/ ana/)/z/ng/compamng/
interesting issues/problemsis V. .. . demonstrating Y.. .then by. . .and finally. .
| - _ . This paper first analyzes/discusses X,

Thesis/Topic Statements - followed by an examination/overyview of..

The purpose of this essay/paper/analysis. .




Assertion
Tt can be claimed/said/assumed that X.. .,

Tt seems certain/likely/doubtful thar X...

T/we maintain that. . .

" Agreement with Author/Source
As X perceptively/insightfully states/
correctly notes/rightly observes/appro-
priately points out, . .
I/we rather/somewhat strongly agree
with/support (the idea that) X provided
support fo ¥'s argiment/claim/conclusion
that. ..

Disagreement with Author Series
I/we rather/somewhat/strongly disagree
with X that Y. ..

As X states (somewhat) unclearly/errone-
ousty. . .

X does not support ¥'s argument/claim/
conclusion about Z/that Z, . .

However, it remains unclear whether. . .
Tt would be of interest to learn more
about. . .

Combarison

Both X and ¥ are.(quite) simifar in that Z. .

X /s like/resembles Y. . . _
Both X and ¥ have/share some aspects of
Z .. .

X is simifar to/not unlike Y. . .

Conirast
X is (quite) different from Y. ..
X is not the casewithY...
X does not resemble V. ..
X contrasts with Y. ..
X is unlike: ¥ in that/with respect fo. ..

Recommendations _
Let me recommendy/suggest that X be/
have/Y. . . -
What I want/would like to recommend/
suggestis that X...
One suggestion is/may be that...

Classification
X can/maybe divided/classified info Y. . .

X and Y are categories/divisions of Z. . .
There are X categories/Types/classes of
Y.

Supporting Arguments, Claims, Conclusions,

and Generalizations
As proof/evidence/an example. . .
According to X. . .

As X says/claims. . .

X provides evidence/support for Y/That Y.
X demonstrates that V. ..

X shows evidence that Y/Tor Y. ..

X is an iflustration/example of Y. . .

Citing Sources
Ttis/has been (often) asserted/believed/
noted that. ..
It is believed that. ..
Itisoftenasserted that. ..
It has been noted that. ..

Generalization

In general. . .
On the whole...  Generally speaking. . .
Inmostcases... For themostpart...
With the exceptionof X. ..
With one exception. . .

Overall, . .

~ Closing Statement
Insum/conclusion. ..
To sum up/conclude. . .
To e this (all) fogether. ..

Advanced literacy means, in part, using
textual conventions for specific effect and
intention. The above stems are examples to
help learners express themselves more
accurately as emerging communicators in
individual content areas. |

SOURCES: :

Hinkel, Eli (2004). Teaching Academic Writing.
pahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Scarcella, Robin, "Some Key Factors Affecting
English Learners’ Development of Advanced
Literacy." In Schleppegrell, Mary J. &
Colombi, M. Cecelia (eds.) Developing
Advanced Literacy in First and Second

Languages. Mahwah, NJ: LEA, pp. 209-226.




