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In an effort to keep our alumni database as accurate as possible, we are interested in attaining any 
updates of information that you might have. 
 
If your information has changed since we published the 2005 Membership Directory, any update in 
information will help us to maintain better contact with our extended family.  Access to this 
information will also allow us to help you get in contact with brothers from our storied past. 
 
Name:_____________________________________ 
 
Home Address:  _____________________________ 
 
     _____________________________ 
 
     _____________________________ 
 
E-mail Address:  _____________________________ 
 
Telephone:  _________________________________ 
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A Message from the AVC   

 
You may notice as you look through this newest newsletter that we have made a slight change to the way we 
report on the fraternity. We noticed that in the past we have focused merely on the goings-on within the 
undergraduate chapter, but we also know that the fraternity is much more than this. With that in mind, we have 
included updates on alums, a letter from a parent volunteer, an article from the university about what is 
happening there, and a new section about what our alums have been doing and what is going on in their lives.  
 
What we would love to do is include information about everyone so I would ask that you send us an e-mail at 
avcpres@gmail.com or a letter to 375 College Avenue, Orono, ME 04473 and let us know what you have been 
doing so we can pass the information along to our other brothers. There is also a list of events included in this 
edition that we would love to see you attend, including two rites. So let us know what you have been up to and 
swing in to say hello, we would love to see you. And for parents who are reading this, we would love for you to 
come to events as well. Events that are exclusive to brothers are marked, and for everything else we hope to see 
you there! It is great to be a SigEp! 
 
Eli Young 
AVC President 
 
 
 
  Calendar of Events 
 
 
Here is a listing of events from the undergraduate chapter that we would love to invite you to and hopefully see 
you at.  For more information on events, please contact Cameron Wise, the undergraduate Vice President of 
Communications, at cameron.wise@umit.maine.edu, or via mail at 375 College Avenue, Orono, ME  04473. 
 
Homecoming:  Saturday October 13 (for Alumni and Family) 
 1 PM  Barbecue at the House 
 2 PM  Tailgating at Morse Field Parking Lot 
 3 PM  Football Game 
 5 PM   Sit-Down Dinner at the House 
 
House Work Day:  Saturday October 20, 10 AM 
 
Rituals: 
 Thursday November 1 (Celebration of 100 years of the ritual) 
 Friday November 2 
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  A Message from the President 
 
Last semester was a successful one at Maine Alpha for the Balanced Men.  We have been hitting the books hard 
and have achieved the highest grade point average Maine Alpha has ever earned, a 3.22, which places us first 
amongst all fraternities on campus.   We have been excelling on the athletic field as well.  We finished 3rd out of 
16 fraternities, and missed the BC Kent trophy by less than 100 points.  We had an all time high in recruitment 
in the fall with 18 men joining and another seven in the spring, and we also had over 2,4000 community service 
hours.  We are especially proud to be honored with the Fraternity of the Year award for the 2006-2007 school 
year, as well as the Sigma Chi award for highest GPA.   
 
Brothers David Sinnett, Tyler Sing, and I made a long trip to Atlanta, Georgia to attend the 50th grand Chapter 
Conclave.  Alums Ray Meyer, Paul Merrick, Shawn McKenna, Josh Bridges, and Eli Young were also in 
attendance and made for a fun time. While there, we voted on over 20 resolutions and bylaws that will be 
implemented into the grand chapter bylaws.  We also attended many informational seminars and are excited to 
implement the new ideas we learned from our brothers across the nation.  
 
This year has started well with our YouthAIDS Campout on the University Mall from September 3rd through 
the 7th raising over 1,400 dollars.  Maine Alpha also put on the sixth annual Rock Against Rape featuring 
Ingram Hill on September 15th, and homecoming will be on October 12th. We hope to see you there! If you 
would like more information feel free to e-mail me at jason.eremtia@umit.maine.edu or swing into the house.  
We would love to see you! 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Jason Eremita ‘09 
 

 
Sigma Phi Epsilon – Maine Alpha:  The 2006-2007 Chapter of the Year Recipient at the University of Maine 
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A Letter from Dean Loredo 

 
At the beginning of this year, the University of Maine opened its doors to first year students of the Class of 
2011.  This class is comprised of students from all over the state, our country, and from several other countries, 
making it one of the largest classes in the history of the campus.  As these students moved into their residence 
halls, they discovered new additions to the campus.  One of these new additions is the First Year Residential 
Experience, common know as FYRE.  The objectives of this program are to group all first year students in one 
area of the campus to provide services and programs to increase their academic success.  In addition to this, 
professional staff members of the Residence Life Department trained to work with first year students manage 
FYRE.  Many of the first year classes are taught in the Hilltop/Stewart Complex, thus providing an avenue 
where the students will achieve academic success. 
 
The newest addition to the campus is the Recreation Center.  The purpose of the center is to provide students 
with state of the art exercise equipment, pool, sauna, indoor track, and several volleyball and basketball courts.  
The building was opened on moving day, providing the opportunity for students and family to explore this new 
building.  Many of the day’s events were hosted in the Recreation Center, making the traditional “Traditions” 
program ever more festive and entertaining for all students.  With all of these new additions, the University of 
Maine truly exemplifies the state motto, this is "the way life should be” for students. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Angel M. Loredo 
Associate Dean of Students 
 

 

 
 

The New Student Fitness and Recreation Center, located on Hilltop Road. 
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  A Perspective on Paternal Volunteerism 

 
How does one define volunteerism?  I define it as people helping people.  Having been involved with 
volunteering for a number of years in a variety of organizations, from the Lions Club to local municipal 
committees and sports activities, I have found volunteering extremely rewarding.  I think one of the most 
rewarding parts of volunteering is the self-gratification I get when I can use my knowledge, skills, and abilities 
to meet goals and objectives of a project.   
 
As a father of two sons, a goal of mine was to see both attend college and attain those skills that will provide 
them with greater opportunities in life.  That goal was met when each graduated.  During their college years at 
the University of Maine Orono, they were able to experience the entire college life.  One of those experiences 
was the opportunity to join the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity, of which I was very skeptical at first.  Once I 
became informed of the fraternity’s mission of the Balanced Man, along with their goals and objectives, I was 
very intrigued.  Not having attended college, I guess I was a little jealous having missed the opportunity to 
experience the college life myself.  When I was asked to join them with Father/Son work days, I jumped at the 
chance, again able to use my skills to help others and to work side by side with my sons.  As a Firefighter and 
Fire Inspector for the U.S. Navy, I immediately put my knowledge of life safety to work identifying and 
correcting those life safety problems that existed in the Chapter House.  As time went on and other requests for 
assistance were made, I was honored to help wherever I could.   
 
When the Chapter re-established the Alumni and Volunteer Corporation (AVC), I was again honored when 
asked to become a member.  As a member, I was appointed as the AVC Fire Safety manager to oversee life 
safety issues within the Chapter House.  This led to the abatement of several important issues and the 
identification of additional issues requiring immediate attention.  As a Fire Inspector, I was also able to provide 
the Chapter with information to correct those life safety issues, and also share stories of the recent deadly fires 
in college fraternities.  Having brought forward the life safety issues in the Chapter House, the Chapter was able 
to benefit from this information during a comprehensive fire safety inspection conducted by the State Fire 
Marshall’s Office. Their inspection revealed several issues that had already been identified, but not yet 
corrected, and provided the Chapter with a lesson on just how serious fire safety is on college campuses. I 
enjoyed working with the Chapter to resolve those issues, and it felt great to help improve the safety of a place 
that I began to care so much about.  Being part of the AVC was a very beneficial and rewarding experience for 
me, knowing that I was able to impart my knowledge and experience in a manner that left a lasting impression. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Donald Barter 
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  Alumni Developments 
 
As part of a new newsletter tradition, we would like to make more alumni aware of the goings-on in the lives of 
our alums, both from yesteryear and the not so distant past.  We would like to take a moment to give everyone 
an update about some old friends and fraternity brothers.  On behalf of the Maine Alpha family, congratulations 
on your accomplishments!  We would love to have updates from you.  Please contact us at avcpres@gmail.com, 
or via regular mail at 375 College Avenue, Orono, ME  04473. 
 
Alexis Arroyo (’03) currently is living in Waltham, Massachusetts and is a district sales manager for Frito-Lay.  
He was just recently married. 
 
Andrew Barter (’05) currently is living in Dover, New Hampshire and working for Liberty Mutual.  He just 
celebrated his one year anniversary with his wife Kate. 
 
Emmanuel Beaulieu (’73) currently is living in Westlake, Oregon with his wife Terry.  They own and operate a 
hearing aid practice.  For more info on their business, please check www.bestforhearing.com. 
 
Michael Benson (’04) currently is living in Watauga, Texas and working for Worldwide Express.  He is the 
proud father of five-month old Teagan. 
 
Douglas Berrill (’07) currently is living in Gorham, Maine and has taken a job at Spring Harbor Hospital.  Doug 
got engaged last Christmas Eve. 
 
Andrew Bodwell (’07) just returned for studying abroad at Hirosaki University in Hirosaki City, Japan, and is 
currently embarking on optometry school at the New England College of Optometry in Boston, Massachusetts. 
 
Matt Bourque (’89) is currently the Associate Commissioner of the America East Conference, the conference in 
which the University of Maine plays most of its sports. 
 
Dennis Boyd (’05) is currently living in Sanford, Maine and has just accepted a job in the Special Education 
Department of Acton Middle School. 
 
Joshua Bridges (’05) currently is living in Bangor, Maine and is pursuing a second degree in Nursing. 
 
Ethan Brush (’05) currently is attending graduate school for Mechanical Engineering at Purdue University. 
 
Kendall Buck (’75) is currently living in Concord, New Hampshire and is the executive vice president of Home 
Builders and Remodelers of New Hampshire.  Kendall and his wife Judy are planning the wedding of their 
youngest child in September 2008. 
 
Gustavo Burkett (’02) currently is living in Orono and was recently named the new Director of Campus 
Activities at the University of Maine.  He just recently became a proud father of seven-month old Benjamin. 
 
Orrin Clifford (’58) has retired in Amherst, Massachusetts, but is continuing to do some work in the paper 
industry by making himself available to a paper distributor in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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Wesley Day (’66) is currently living and teaching in West Des Moines, Iowa, as well as doing professional tax 
work.  He will be retiring in two years to Santa Fe, New Mexico.  Wes would like to hear from you at 
wesday@usa.net. 
 
John DeAngelis (’06) currently is living in Albany, New York and attending medical school at Albany Medical 
College. 
 
Matthew Dube (’07) currently is attending graduate school for Spatial Information Science and Engineering at 
the University of Maine. 
 
Jonathan Dunn (’05) is currently finishing his master’s program in Physical Therapy at Husson College. 
 
Matthew Gagnon (’04) currently is living in Annapolis, Maryland.  He just recently got married and has a 
newborn son named Alec. 
 
Dan Grant (’81) is currently running his own construction business called Village Builders in Gorham, Maine, 
specializing in residential, light commercial construction, remodeling, and design.  He expects to do just over a 
million sales in 2007. 
 
Paul Graves (’66) will be celebrating his 40th wedding anniversary with his wife Judy this coming April.  He 
looks forward to hearing from anyone in the greater Philadelphia area, and from other brothers from his years 
scattered around the country. 
 
Ben Haskell (’67) is looking forward to his 40th homecoming and hopes to see many of his classmates in 
attendance.  He is currently the Executive Vice President and Academic Dean at the New England School of 
Communications.  He is expecting his 4th grandchild soon.  For contact:  ben@nescom.edu. 
 
Ralph Kelley (’58) is currently living in Camden, Maine and has breakfast every Thursday morning with fellow 
Maine Alpha alumni John Black (’59), Bill Blodgett (’58), David Fields (’57), Richard Scofield (’57), and 
Gordon Winchenbach (’58). 
 
Jonathan Kenerson (’07) is attending graduate school for Structural Engineering at the University of Maine.  He 
and his wife will be expecting their first child in January. 
 
Benjamin Lakin (’07) has accepted a job as a process engineer with Proctor and Gamble and is living in 
Gorham, Maine. 
 
Dick Lemieux (’79) is currently living up to his commitment to community service by actively serving in the 
Lions Club of Plaistow, New Hampshire. 
 
Donald Lord (’55) and George Gonyar (’50), of Stonington, Maine and Orono, Maine respectively, just 
administered the Rite of Initiation for their grandsons, Nicholas Ciomei (’09) and Mark Gonyar (’09). 
 
Dale Lowe (’73) is a Professor of Nursing at the University of Maine.  Dale is also the Director of Travel 
Medicine and the Immunization Clinic for the City of Bangor. 
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Arthur Mason (’57) has relocated to St. Paul, Minnesota.  He and his wife are enjoying the newest phase of their 
life: retirement. 
 
Shawn McKenna (’77) was awarded the Order of the Golden Heart, Sigma Phi Epsilon’s highest honor, at this 
year’s Grand Chapter Conclave in Atlanta, Georgia.  Shawn is the first recipient from Maine Alpha. 
 
Adam McNaughton (’05) graduated from the University of Maine with a masters degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and is now living in Old Orchard Beach, Maine.  He is working for Maine Monolite LLC in 
Topsham, Maine.  He just celebrated his first anniversary in June. 
 
Brigham McNaughton (’07) currently is living in Montpelier, Vermont and has taken a job with Price 
Waterhouse Cooper.  Brigham got engaged this past spring. 
 
Ian Muir (’04) currently is living in Manchester, New Hampshire and working for Custom Scoop.  He is 
married and has a two-year old son named Mannix. 
 
Philip Pierce (’63) is the Senior Psychologist at Togus VAMC. 
 
Ed Powers (’57) currently is living in Fairport, NY.  He has been married for 46 years, and is currently enjoying 
retirement by keeping the local golf courses busy. 
 
Matthew Rodrigue (’04) currently is living in Boston, attending graduate school at Harvard University.  He is 
happily married. 
 
Aaron Sterling (’07) is living in Bangor, Maine, and is currently running for City Council.  He is also engaged 
to Kellie Pelletier of Lewiston, Maine. 
 
Tom Taylor (’68) is currently the administrative manager of Hands-On Disaster Relief, a disaster response team 
who has done work in Mississippi, the Philippines, Thailand, Indonesia, and most currently in Peru.  For more 
information, please check www.hodr.org.  Tom would enjoy to have some Maine Alphas get involved. 
 
Eli Young (’05) currently is living in Orono, Maine with his longtime girlfriend.  He is working for the 
Democratic Party. 
 
Richard Young (’81) currently is living in Brewer, Maine with his wife and children.  Dr. Young has been 
named the new director of Cutler Health Center at the University of Maine. 
 
  Thank You 
 
The Maine Alpha family would like to recognize those members who have given financially to the chapter since 
the publication of our last newsletter, one of many methods to uphold the commitments of the Oath of 
Obligation.  These donations help to keep Sigma Phi Epsilon as one of the best college experiences a man can 
find at the University of Maine.  Without the help of the alumni of the chapter, the undergraduate chapter’s 
accomplishments and the maintaining of our home away from home would simply not be possible. 
 

Arthur Benoit (’49), George Gonyar (’50), Mark Hiscock (’77), Gene D. Sawin (’52), Ronald A. Schutt (’52) 
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  Congratulations 
 
 

Following with tradition, the Board of Directors of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
bestowed three brothers with the Order of the Golden Heart, the most 
prestigious honor that the fraternity has to offer.  The recipients for 
this year were Stephen Taylor (’76 Tennessee Wesleyan), Archer 
Yeatts, III (’64 Richmond), and Maine Alpha’s own Shawn McKenna 
(’77). 
 
Brother McKenna served as a Regional Director for Sigma Phi Epsilon 
upon graduation and then served on the Headquarters staff. Since that 
time, Brother McKenna has served selflessly as a Trustee of the 
National Housing Corporation, aiding the Fraternity in improving its 
housing portfolio through acquisition, renovation, or ground-up 
construction. 
 
A job truly well done! 
 

 
   

Get Well Soon! 
 
 
A special “Get Well Soon” goes out to John Kaczowka, class of 1983.  Brother Kaczowka injured his back in a 
mountain biking accident this summer and will be laid up for a while.  On behalf of the Maine Alpha family, get 
well soon! 
 
 
   

Website Modifications 
 
 
Nicholas Millett (’10) has updated our chapter website.  Along with our push for updates from alumni, we will 
be posting alumni updates to the website for all to see.  The URL for this page is www2.umaine.edu/sigep.  We 
will actively be making this page a top source of alumni information and updates. 
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